On examination one finds a symmetrically placed cataract in each eye. The opacity is hexagonal in shape, situated about the middle of the lens. The inner side of the hexagon, in each eye, is practically absent; two or three sides of each figure are much denser and more defined. The centre of the opacity is denser than the surrounding lens matter, but the retinal vessels can be seen plainly through it. The boy jY-19 has none of the usual accompaniments of lamellar cataracts, such as defects in the enamel of the teeth, neither is there any history of cataract in the family.
I am indebted to Mr. Parsons for permission to show this case.
Melanotic Growth of the Iris.
By N. BISHOP HARMAN, F.R.C.S.
THE patient is a married woman, aged 32. She has had a healthy life until recently, when she had neurasthenia, for which she is now in a convalescent home. She has been married twelve years, and has four healthy children aged 11, 8, 5 and 2. The recent headaches suggested the examination of the eyes, and it was then that the condition of the iris was noticed. She herself was quite unaware of any change in the eye.
At the root of the iris of the left eye is a small brown lump about the size of a millet seed, and situated at the position of eight on the clock face. Its base conforms to the course of the root of the iris, the other edge projects towards the pupil in a crescent of 2-mm. radius. Its surface is raised so that it partly fills the receding angle, but does not block it. The iris is brownish-green at the root and a clearer, richer brown around the pupil, so that the lump shows up as a darker brown spot. . In the ordinary state of the pupil the opening is a perfect circle, but there is a deep crease in the iris on the pupillary side of the lump as though the mass pushed the iris inwards. When the pupil is dilated with a mydriatic the dilatation is incomplete and leaves a flattened edge in the immediate region of the mass.
Examined with the corneal microscope the mass is seen to be richly pigmented and finely roughened all over; no vessels are seen. There are a few spots of grey keratitis punctata of moderate size and a good many of extremely minute size. There is a suggestion of fine dust in the vitreous in the region of the mass, but no sign of a bulge on the inner surface of the iris can be made out. Transillumination gives no help. There is no abnormal condition of the fundus. At the limbus immediately over against the mass there is a cluster of dilated minute episcleral vessels, the limbus is normal elsewhere. The right eye is normal. Vision: Right eye 6 partly, cum +0 25D. cyl., ax. 600 D.O.
